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The Frenzied Naval Program. 

There are encouraging signs that an effective reac- 
tion against the indefinite increase of the navy has set 
in, both among the people and among public men. 
The estimates for the coming year which were sent 
in by the naval board amounted to more than one 
hundred and fourteen millions, an increase over the 
past year of fourteen per cent. The bill which has 
been voted by Congress carries slightly less than one 
hundred millions, or in other words allows practically 
no increase at all of the budget. 

The original estimates provided also for the build- 
ing of three new battleships. These were cut down 
to two in the House, where a strong disposition ex- 
isted to eliminate from the bill all the new ships. 
While the bill was under discussion in the House a 
vigorous effort was made to reduce the number of 
battleships to one. The amendment to this effect 
received one hundred and twenty-one votes against 
one hundred and forty-four for the two ships. 

The provision for two battleships was carried 
through by the influence of the President, who con- 
tinues with unabated strenuousness to defend his 
policy of a big and ever-expanding fleet of warships 



as the only sure means by which peace with the rest 
of the world can be maintained. We are assured 
that, in addition to the forty-two who did so, at least 
thirty other Republican Representatives were disposed 
to vote against the battleships, and probably would 
have none so but for the pressure put upon them by 
the President directly and through Speaker Cannon. 
If these representatives had had the courage to free 
themselves from party domination and vote their 
honest sentiments, the real opposition to the extrava- 
gant naval program would have manifested itself in 
its full strength. 

The opposition of members of the House to further 
naval increase sprang largely from economic consid- 
erations. The prospect of a big deficit alarmed them. 
But their willingness to cut the naval appropriations 
rather than others shows how far genuine opposition 
to the enlargement of the navy, in rivalry with other 
powers, has progressed. A considerable number of 
prominent Republican representatives consider the 
big navy program not only excessively costly but 
also both foolish and dangerous; that a great war 
fleet is entirely needless from the point of view of 
defense, and increases materially the danger of fric- 
tion and war abroad. Among the prominent House 
opponents, on the Republican side, of further increase 
are Littlefield of Maine, Sherman and Wadsworth of 
New York, Burton of Ohio, Gillett and Lawrence of 
Massachusetts, Adams of Pennsylvania and Bartholdt 
of Missouri. 

The fact is that the President's naval policy had a 
very narrow escape from defeat this year, and it is 
reported that many Republicans in the House who 
yielded to pressure this time and voted with the 
party will not do so again. 

In the Senate the attack on the President's policy 
was even sharper and stronger than in the House. 
An effort was made there also to reduce to two the 
number of battleships to be provided for in the bill. 
But the motion failed in very much the same way as 
was the case in the House. The vote on it stood 
twenty-two to thirty-eight. 

The opposition in the Senate on the Republican 
side was led by Senator Hale of Maine, himself the 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs. He 
declared for the reduction of the navy program to 
the building of one battleship a year, " to make good 
the waste that time causes " ; that is, to keep the 
navy down to its present size. He was particularly 
severe in his arraignment of the policy of imitating 



